
 

 In late 2004, the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety initiated what eventually turned out to be an 

8-state, 3-phase pilot to explore the benefits of the United States Road Assessment Program or usRAP.  

Modeled on programs already used in Europe and Australia, and being tested in over 65 countries,  

usRAP is designed to evaluate and benchmark the relative safety of roads using crash history data and 

roadway inventory data. FHWA, along with other key stakeholder groups, were represented on a  

technical advisory panel that has guided the program. 

 

 

 
 

usRAP Moves Beyond Pilots 

Having demonstrated how usRAP could complement 

and supplement existing safety management programs 

in Iowa, Michigan, Florida, New Jersey, Illinois, Kentucky, 

New Mexico and Utah, usRAP is now ready to transition 

from  pilots to an operational program.  And, since the 

new Federal highway legislation being finalized on  

Capitol Hill will more than likely include new emphasis 

on accountability and transparency, performance  

metrics and enhanced focus on rural road safety, Peter Kissinger, the AAA Foundation's President and 

CEO believes usRAP is well  positioned:  “We are eager to build upon the collaborations forged during 

the pilot and assist Federal, state and local road authorities to refine safety programs that will move us 

towards a zero death vision.”  

 

In Utah, the state DOT will become the first official member of usRAP, and hopefully lead the way for 

other states to follow suit.  As a “member” Utah safety engineers will be trained and certified to  

produce usRAP maps so they can be integrated into state strategic highway safety plans.  Initial  

emphasis will be on usRAP maps generated from analyses of historical fatal and serious injury crash 

data. 
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Meanwhile, usRAP is completing another project in Kane County, Illinois that will further demonstrate 

the utility of usRAP to county and local jurisdictions that often don’t have adequate crash data  

necessary to complete more traditional analytical tools, such as FHWA’s Safety Analyst.  Using the  

usRAP Road Protection Score (RPS), usRAP can identify road segments with higher crash potential 

through analyses of road inventory data, specifically data on the absence or presence of design  

features that are strongly correlated with the risk of serious crashes.  More importantly, RPS produces 

a “safety investment plan” that provides cost-effective options (road safety improvements) for road  

authorities to consider in order to lower the risks identified.  The RPS protocol has been validated in 

studies in Europe, Australia and the U.S. 

 

The Kane County project is supporting an Illinois DOT goal to develop a strategic highway safety plan 

for counties in the state.  Since the majority of road deaths occur on rural roads, it is vital that these 

types of plans are developed and implemented to help move towards a zero death vision.  Peter  

Kissinger notes that “We believe usRAP is uniquely qualified to fill this void and help state and local  

authorities place long overdue emphasis on rural road safety.” 

 

In addition, usRAP is partnering with NAVTEQ to take advantage of its state-of-the-art data collection 

vehicles, video logs and other advanced technologies to speed the implementation of RPS across the 

country. 
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For more information about usRAP, please visit www.usrap.us. Anyone interested in exploring  

collaboration with usRAP should contact the Foundation at usRAP@aaafoundation.org or  

202-638-5944. 
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